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3 PLACE BETTER EFITOMIFES the complesities

wnd contradiciions i bumankmd’s relasions waeh

ratiire chan the poscinduserial bindscape. Thar cereamly i
the case in the recently compleced Chelsea Cove secrion of
Mew York Cioy's Hudson River Park designed by Michael Van
".-’.Lll-:l-lll!ll,|rg|1 Ao ates (VVWA Y, N I..ﬂ'll!].' cloes b 4|:Jt.i1;:s RUCE ml'ull}'
deal with exeremely challenging site corditions, it also cin be viewed o5 an gk

of the escuberane eclecricism char Bobert Ventuar called for in che mid- 1946(0s,
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Around two Manbattan piers, Michael Van

Valkenbureh Assoctates takes an explosion of

soczal life to the Hudson River’s edge.
BY ALEX DLAM




CHELSEA COVE 15 LOCATED ar the foomer siee ol
the B&d) Frefghe Terminal, which abandoned the ane
dhcaces apo. Relwale shipping prers foem che acnaal
“oove” of this approxomately eighe-acre sectson ol
Hudson River Park. After che Clean Warer Acr was
passed in che early 19705 and che river gor deaned
upy, micmonganisms reoamed and began o st away ar
the original peers’ pilings, Bur as the warer became
clemmer, the abandoned piern along thes pare ol the
Hudson River alsg bocame the shelrering growmd jor
seriped] bass and other kinds of fish. [n face, dhe preser-
vacion of this hsh habimr became such 2 onivical issue
thar 1t was v vl i rhee dehenr ||I"';"r'q-c.rw1!;_ a [rject
that wimald have owolved severa] hundred acres of
lanclhill, & e si-lane nadivay, and ilumisnds of new
baisii 15 L :J.ILII'I.I.' thee Hinclson River. That |*rl.||1:r:-l.1J
projece i che | 59808 wns skared for masch of the land
and worer rhar I'|:h||l:|'|_l'|l'l".|'||'l'--¢ il s River Park, In
the lare 1k, wome of che same ervimnmienolises
arsd commmmanery lenders behind che defene of Wt
wiiy prissed o have the park buil rseesid

Chelss Cove was designed in 20002, bur bedore i
could be builr, the firse order of business was o pro-
rect the fish habirar under che moldering prers. And
the U5 Army Corps of Engineers, which regulares
bullchesd and pier lises glong che notan’s waterways,
rejuared el the piers be ebialt sccoeding o their
originl chimensions. Therclore the very shagpe of this
piece of property was derermined by & neod oo procec
a wildlde habvigr formed by an industral sinsciure
thar had ourlmved i original purpose and was oo
o, as it wene, by nagune.

Thee Larwn Bawl, with its extreme slopes,
abiove, |5 reminiscent of Prospect Park’s
Long Meadow. Hudson River Park runs
for almssst five miles, right, frem
Batlery Park Cify in Lower Manhatlas
ujp to Wast 550h Streel.

112

Sagpmal 1

Serriirdl 2 ahil 3

Pipr 4]



Flar eyt

Pidrdada

Eanygrmasn| 4

Chaiman My

113



The edgrs of the wite were abendy fived, belpw, and e of the major design chalirspes was bow 2 ped
Hl:l'ﬂ peopln into & park that v hoaunded by & bike paih, & busy highway, and the Chelses Fier Sporis & Enber-

s

tainmend Canipley. Fram e mabes, boffows, ane of tse mosd abriking thingy absul Chebven Cave i tie
tmbie of (rees extending oul aloag Pled 64. MYUA hin deslgned (e sslbre Segmenl 5, sppostle lnp, af

witlch Chelsea Cove I3 e firgl part 1o have spened. Chelses Cove's pless had bo be relud 1o their
nriginal fomprind, spgecdr ngit top and boifea, ts preserve fah Bahitais. Chelsea Cove siviles

n balance between inderior shelfering spoces and the greaf epanse of the Hedse River that
bardeiy the park, spiosils beltum.

HUDSON RIVER

e
o +
an '-r'-\."ri-ﬁﬁ'i:'ﬁ-.'-.ir

Some of the park s teatures hark back to the greal 13th-century parks
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||: signe |J[n trederick Law

e

o r|1|'. CHCE=IITIITY wu:rrrn:nr l'lil.'ﬁ I'H'll.'l'l ITEngs
bisrimed] mito a mamart ic-sevle landscipe wath verdam
Lawrss, growes of crees, and d foermal Aower garden ol
roscbushes and purple Mgwie encased in concrece
planeers, The landscape prows even more fancastic
.'||¢:-r|.||_' wame of the wm:lmF r'nrhv.-n}':. pheat J.|'||'|rn;.|:h
E]!' rl'l-'\E"I'r.I'I:IrII. W‘IH"I'I.' FNE ETIDOLRNEET L'II"II:II.':II.I:'\- II'IIIJ
SRR I:I11r'l.'h'h!|HIL‘- I.II.I.H.'JIIH at ||1I.' !'\-I:'H.'GIIIIII'I.'. :_JJ.'IF
gic beach plants such s beach plum, bayberry, and

honeyloouse line & riverfront esplanade composed of

sand-colored granice blocks. And ouron Pier 62 chere
nre even seerions of woinden boardoealk,

Simulser are celebred ae Chelsea Cove. Some
wxctions ol granie pavers afe i dadker shades dhan
the fest to creie similared shadows thar break wp
the otherwise lorpe expanses of paving. Ar Pier 63,
which ss situnmed parllel with che bulkhead (che re-
eminnog will chat muns abong chee rvers edpe), bong
aone Plocks have been armnged 0 a seartered fash-
saf b e the way logs look when chey wash
ashore. Alchough difewond was the orgmal inspin-
rion, using sctual logs would have “been too liceral,”
sys Marthew Urbanski, a partmer ar MVVA, whise
role i ehe progect Michae] Vin Valkenbumgh, FASLA,

msted.
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alls “bigger than mine.” Inocherp
teom Between che wplund areas wnd

been eramed waeh areful

I [Ne L
andmass
shaped piece of lund 5 nel;
ol places are here

centyry park Frederick Law CHlmsied
e winding vs ancd, in parcicylar, ehe expan

wi-gls Wi & FTORTLR S CRIE O

Y in |;|||: sk lyn 1 1'I||l.|:-|_| [ F.l'l-
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Leag wooden benches an the plers,

'.. above, expand the sense of space and

:: absp provide more seating optioss

| than traditionsl New York City park

. Bemches, which generally have space

- for only two or thres peaple. The e i
. Beemschies om the plers are bolted directly

i  imio concrele retaining walls, spposite

5 bottew, saving space and bringing

" prople closes 1o the plentings. Cheliea e
. Coveis beth & landscape srchBacture

1 and an engineering triumph, right.

1
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ANy INCETRrERnnn of one of

s porks i minesture, Ar one entrance beneath che e
il mescn sigen of the adjacent Chelsen Paers Sports & Eneertam
ment Complex, a lommal flower gorden, with pacnic mbles de-
signed by the horviculounise Lynden Miller, serves a8 i transicion
AIGE INEC [V |-.|r|-. |I'|I|||'I|.|.'..||| ot € '|'-|_':u_,||' LY, EFYT :'|||..L|I||_ thi

wister, is 4 sculprure garden designed by the arcisr Meg Welbsrer

Much of Pier 62 15 onented owand aceive usen. Here a corouse]
i srowc ke with anbmal fgurnes of varous species thae are found
iny Husckson Bover Villey. And niar che corowsel, enclosed oo cage,

I5 8 8C _r|_-||I-||||_'-.|"I -'-C.lll_lhul.: |:.|rL_ q_ll"--i_'l.-l.ll |'|'|' [ I||||::-'|||.|
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.‘\L..ni-.lrl.n.rul thi SITE E'h_«.:,_lni LT where skareboanders can
CAfE h SOIMIE SETICHS &IT

Cine thing thae makes Chelsea Cove's layour particulary escie-
g s el che elemens wre arrngped so that no maceer where you
srand iv o8 impissible moger an overview of even osense of wha
this relacively small park is all abour. The MYA desizn crones a
serise of mystery for ohe visine—vou know somet T S il
will be discoversd behind thae s bend inoche |-..|||, and im ;-I.h{'\-

TN AT S Il'u PRI LN VIEYW |!|.r!.:||a."' LS I Lress ara .II [
S 10 one ol Bl III-I'\. E'".II the IIII|.||.|.I.I'II_.: lacis i .i.Il.I L%
I"\-Illl\.ll"_l.' |'.|| PWLYS lOPCE You [ 4w dowi .Illl.'\-\.|'|.l".'lll.|. iII'.'
__tll'l- 5 MANY ALErac oS One 4r 8 Cine



Mlanw conee TPy |n:rl- bkl arop formerly in usrrial seres
i .||_'-|:_'Il|_'.| [ COITRITEEITHISRIE & |-|.i|_|_ 5 1L~ T i M= LI |-
tary, But mest visitons probably do not realize char chis place was
onde pare of a busy industrinl warerinons. Aside from ehe oo
pring ol the pies, there are low cmoes ol or allugions o Chelue

.|||,|.||.'|_l EOH i SiEES :|||I||'.|| |'||-|I|.I'I

Cove’s pasr. Van Valkenburgh siyvs he inds the current trend ol
i lirole |||:I "IF'" aned hie Y
tribupres chis sensebilicy in part oo hig b ing bved so many years
i Boseon, “where there s this ik aboos Livele Bo Peep and dhe
Dhucklings and the Freedom Trail.™ And in regaed oo the fud foe
plameing idipenous planes, T am over thae,” he says. 1 ehinke char

|:I| IV S AL |'||'[|_|'||l_'|_:|| (4} rI A |'\-| e is 2o 'F [ W '.l\.'|_||

Mluny sculplured in Mew Yark CHly's park sysbem are
representatisns of heraic figares fram the past. Howsve,
Chilses Cove's absfract scubptere garden by the artiss
Biler Webster, ieff, creates a sense of mysiery. Websier's
sculpiure garden also provides plsces fo phay, above.

on thi |'-|'.|| h 'I|__| |||.=\.I-_ [ is il -|II_._' [ FIOW WK HEF ] I"Il_'ii'.l. h in
Mew York
':.lll'.'\-r_l ove i the lnese u.llllll:'" o Mutson Boiver Park,
wihich has been referned o e Manhattan’s most sagnibcane new
ik sinee Ceneral Park was barile in dhe 19ch conpury. Sancdwiched
berween the West Side Highway and the Hudson River, the en-
tire 5% 0-acr [EArK | }500 acres of which -..--l'lll:n:.l ol wneerh
seretecbhiss brom Bacgery Park € Iy in Lipwer Murshatoun L 5Sch
Streer. This former working waterfrone became padkland in 20801
und el mew park has been che catalvar fior o el esate boom along
the wateriront whene archiveces sech as Richand Mejer, Jein Mou-

vel, and Frank Gehiry b |:|_'-\.'j_'|'ll_';.| banildings



The promsanced rise of the Lewn Bowl Isirodeces a vertical
chement to Chelsea Cove, ere, whichk helps divide up and
sdd a layer of complexity o a site that was fla before the
park was hiedll. The Lawn Bawl, befow, seamlessly bridges
hulklisad s per linas. Shade treds wore placed arodinil 1ha

horders of the Lewn, appasite, 1o svold chagping up what s
in actuality & rather small amound of open space.

[he pask 16 being deviloped i seven dillerent segments, and

it has become & verimbbe ourdoor gallery of work by some ol the
|l|‘|||¢_'-.l«.||||'."\-\. I i I rakenes Mlarthiews Mir §ETL, ."'il!-l_| Hainnssn
Burz, and o ream CoOnsEsring of archirece Rachard Diarenesr & Part-
ners wrscd che Miceln Builde B lliama Joine Venoire have deapned
the ather sectpons. MVVA & deapning the whole al the approxa-
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muater plan (o the entire Hodson River Park mandaces o sman-
dard design vocabulary along the warerbrons esplanade char muns
the I|_--'|_u|I| ot che |__-.:-'L [ his PEC]LLPETTHETNL Consiscs of @ riverirone
r_'\-i|'||J.I'.L'.-c' with ETANIE Pavers, an an de-sivle rmiline, and the
Wiorld's Fasrssrvle benches that ame found tmomamye Mew York Cley
paarks. Howwever, in the upland sress and along dhe paers, the land-

a3
rrately 1G-acre Sepment 5, which includes Prees 34, 50, 58, Gan-  scape anchiteos who design in Hudsoen River Park have bocn giv-
sevoort Peninsuln, and Chelsen Cove—ihe firse secnion to open,  en ireer creacive rein than chey generally are acoonded imaoppical 3
To give some degree of uniformi oy tothe different segments, the cioy park. They also have much bigger budgers: Chelsea Cove 25
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vost 373 million eo desspn and baild, or abour 88 millon on acee

O FVErAQE,

Huddsom Hiver P.Il’LZ i% e ol [ |'|_7|I'|..,1|.|_.|| |_||.Fl;lr'.b.:'\,. in dew Tork
[} ||::.'Z-r_-||1,_l |||_"|.'r_'||’||':,'l' under a new madel char is Ealning rn|':|,|!.:|r-
ity in mumicipalioes across the country—the so-called public
private partoerdiip, In chis case, the park’s design, maintenance,
ain] goveriance are under the chanse of an encicy called dhe Hud-
son River Park Trust, whose board members are apgpoineed by
boah che Bew York staee governor and the Bew York Cicy may-
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You're forced to slow down
by the undufating landscape
and winding pathways.

af. And rrsread of e dollirs sustabming w, the ks maine-

MLkMee COMEs (o bodg-rerm renanos who rent our Wrge porions
of the park, such as the Chelses Piers Spors & Enterminment
I!'Z-:.n1|'-|;_-1:_ sirupared 0 Enonmouns Ly whirehowse |_1|,|-I|._1||:!_l.: cheart
I pver the snuthern section of Chelsen Crnee

Mew Yok Cuy Degartrment of Parks & Recreation Comemis-
sioner Adran Benepe, Honosury ASLA, who is & boasd imembser o
ithe Hudson B iver Park Tirost, savs the trost can adfoed oo be baold-
er than the city's parks department when it comes m design beoause
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Skatehoarders are soreened off frem
fise rest of the park with laedscaping
amd a fpnce, bere. The edgesof the f
preexiglng hike patk, which fens along 5
thee bander of Chelsea Cove, below,
wird planted With shaids Urees by
MYVA. The Lymden Miller garden with
[ 1 Ilnldfl-: pathmays, oppesite. sErves -
w4 & transitionafes from the adjacent

roddways lnﬂ_dbl: Busdle of Chelyza

i 16 the resd of the park

it is no oonscraiiid by the large mainicnance operatons char re-

||||I-\.'.| CEMain leved o H".I'll.!.ll'l!l-'."l- 4 in |-.|rL IRiET |r,;r-;_-.|-||! |-|,|I||-
(171 It cum e !;-n||||- gl i have o sort ol Soveer -x:!.'-:- ROVETTT=
IMEens I".I'-\.'.ILII = Lm U B g e IIIIIIIII|I-€I|'|' OVETRECIDLL I.II al thie [arss.
E1I TR SLVS, FEICTTEINL T IIII CIEY AUETILY ill. LA, ||II I'E AT |I||
YofvtapEcs eCiise Yol II-I'\II\. HATC Ly Of Oosfil crLivt .I.I'H.E Clse ol

ITiA i EETinCT |'||_|| Vil Camn F._—: Wi M i_'l"l.l'.'a ik |'|_'|: Vol 50T Of say
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:I'Il'\-\. .Ii'.! oinly I_|'||'\-\. -.I:. ||_ will .|_:'|-="\-='. ] |'.-[L'\- LIRS I|||_' i A |
think thar it s T T CO h.lll:_l'u_r-. neinns abour whar |'-:.'L:~c| nn
look: like inochee 2150 century

Sall, the need o sccommiedace the park's tersnes huos resuloed in
cormpromises b the park user expesence. One af the agpee dhal-
lenges the MVYA team taoed was how o dessgn a park encrance in
ITone o ohe { I'|_'|'\-|_.I .I"Il_f"'\-\.l |_|I1'||l|l_'l|_ which is |_i|_1 ;- |_'|| Gl '.'|.'|:i' |.|r:_'|
colored sugns and a e streaming video scneen that advertses the

complex’s activites, In sddition wevisually overwhedming che boar

der of Cheliea Cove, the ensemous Chelsa Pees complex has a
by three-ane service i locaned near the enemace o the Ly n-
den Miller .I:'”"I'-"' Ty mccesss the Uhelsen Cove secrion frome thie
southem pare of Hodson River Park, park visimors must aither walk
wliangt o narmow sicewalk aburring che Chelsen Piers service muc or
willke right dhrggh the enormiows pardkang loes within dhe com
plex’s buildings. Tt is o drag as o park vser to poa guarcer ol a mil
thireugh a building,” s Yan Yalkenburgh. “The three-line ching
I'|1,||-\. AN ||-|' I;'I|'|||._|J_l|'-| |":q,'\q, S :ln iu'L CIESETVES f ¢ -||!I.:.'-||-\.\.I_I Lri-
necrion on theet ssde, even il i 15 st o broad adewalk

Although the MVVA destgn taloss some of 1es cues fromm Olm
sed, whese imiprine remains heavy on the Mew York Ciey park
ayutem, Cheliea Cove pells ies spofy in o contemparary design vo-
[} .I-"||||.||':l _J|._||||_ ITCHTI '|'.'_' LIFViPGTT FERCLUTES I|':-|I_|_I I|I|_ I_'H.I'I_ |I_h|l_
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lirst-rate skatepark, and aleisurely bike pat!

thar were mandaged by the crast, Chelsea Cove is free of the his-
DOEICESE F-.lrl-: FLLATY] CLre rl.'|m;.|'|:.'l-e'r.||'|,_l ma |'-|:r~.rn'||'|,'.¢-rn I.||1|,|y_.||'r_-
Here, black lighe fixtures are aspended from bng black cbles

thae soretch foom pofes; ae mighe, the lamps look as theagh they
wre fonring a0 che air, And mssssd of representtions] sy,
Meg Welsrers sculprure garden, set ina gray, sandy area wich an
srrnpement of upright massive smones around beds of Aowers,
lisinkes s though ic wes desijrned for a Dinid recual
A any well-desigmed park, many of Chelie Coves fetunes
are deied for both asehetic cffect and metiomlieg. An sem-
ple is the long weoden benches an the piers. By running lengeh-
wise psrallel with the piers, the bench slas make the piers seem
even lomger chan chey really s, And doing pway with asmeescs al -
I park visitoos mare seating opesns—chey don't have mo sicdi-
rectly texe b asteanger ona bench made lor owo ar three people.
Bt surely o ol the most senbing changs abou Chelsea Cove's
chesin 18 haow it alluides woche works of Ol msped—a fygure dhar many
landscape anchireors from Van Valkenburgh's genermcion have spem
«  their careers rebellmg apminss eicher with recoilinenr landscapes or
throagrh an ermpluses an oy poacindypseos] arifa,
“Like everybody who grew up trined as a modemse,” Van
Valkenbaorgh s, °1 chind it &5 Gir o say that even 2 yeurs apiy
I waould have been aghase char people draw any foemal analogies m
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The wosdien hoardwalk areas at the end of the piers

s 1o (he bepch theme That is referenced in ollee

whemmeas found in this areas, such as the beach
plantings and the sand-colored gramite pavers.




Clmsted—there would be someehing passt. How
coald soui be happy char sormeone 15 compsirmmg v o
FHTIAND h,_'i'\-\.IT.' ||-|_-| | I|'||:'-'rc :|"',i| ||'|i'~\. I'.i_‘-\.;;l_lll ol Ol I|||_
'."-l:,_' blunders of musdern I.||'-I-a:|.|'-|-.-':r.'l'|||r1'1'||r-:- and
| dion't know whecher it is Bir for me oo genemlize, bt
tor che sxond half of the 20ch conmary, i was cermun
Iy i rmpang concern amdorg Lindscape aochigect char
their work would be judged on che formal grownds of
anchicecrure, W hersas whar we have seen emenze wich
the redefinimon of scology is char lan |u'.'.|'-:- archacec-
ture has become emancipared from archarecrun

Something ditfferent & happemng here, Chelsea
Cowe has an intrandec Landscape qualicy thar one does
ot fmed in works of lindscape archiosorire char arc
oreenped o ETgnEing thecioys [ wrindusrral de-
clme. e, voun aresoil] o Wewr Yoeks, b Chelsen e
15 i TTLE eSsia)e brium II‘Il EN LM THICS Ll l:|1: .L‘I:_'l:l\.'l1l
oaicwiys where the emplosss i on moving peopls
and augomobiles. The i i ] baw| :~||-.|\'.' al the coves
central lavwn excites the eye, buc ir alse [aro ickes 1
bufier agaimse the blur and whir of the craffic m ing
climwen vhe podpeene West Sads hiphase A coeresd |"'_'J'|'|-
vty s e st o “nomangic” pescure, but i oalso
alfers a whaole ringe of perspectives—emarny o them il
lusory, This place i & sy land where the objecove
is [0 EErtnin and ._Iu,-::FI'.l, [earher than resaurmect ing
histaricist maoifs or depending upon amifaos romnke
ies poine, Chelsen Cove myps o deeply mooeed wrban
landscape tmdinons.

FROJECT CREDITS Chent: Hudson River Park Trost,
Mew York (Connie Fishmsn, |:-'.-_-i:1'i-:_-nr_ Mare Bod-
dewyn, wice pressdent, design and constructson ), Land-
scape architectlead designer: Michae] Vin Valkendwrgh
Aszaxcaates Inc. Laniclseape Archivects, Broaklyn, Mew
York. Gesbechei:al sml marss smgleses Mucer Rotladge
Consulting |'I|5_'|II|_'\-|_'r'H._ “ew York Archilec] [Cartussl
Bulldingl: CR Studis Archioecrs BC. New York, Architect
[West 268h Street Maintenance Beildingl: Bever Blinder
Belle Architects & Planners LLP, New York. Ciil en-
gineer; Maitra Associntes PC, Somerset, Mew Jerscy,
Structural engimesr: Ysrucl A. Scinuk PO, New York.
Lightimg designar: 17 | |J_l|'.| ing Tnec,, Sunnvsicde. MdNew
Yark. rigalion desies MNocthermn Liesagns 1L, Morth
Haven, Commescticut, Shatepark desigmer; SITT Desiagn
li.':|1||||' Ine.. Cardsbad, Califorma, Endry Garden design:
Lynden B. Miller Public Garden Design, New Yok,
Arist MLF Websrer, Mew York
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